
North Florida Referee 
Association

High School Soccer Season 2023-24
October 5, 2023



Welcome and Introductions

● President/Treasurer/Evaluator/Instructor: Marc Taps
● Vice President: Brian Smatt
● Secretary: 
● Assignor: John Williams

Official Introductions

Recognitions



      Important Information

● Northfloridareferees.com
● Everyone must complete a level 2 

background!
● FHSAA Registration

○ Register before 10/23 without penalty
○ Last date 11/27 to register
○ Registration fee $45
○ Exam 1st window- 10/16-11/27

■ 2nd window 11/23-1/13 (no 
post-season)

○ 75% required for post-season
○ Can save as many times but only 

submit once

Background Info

● Leon County Schools – Background Check
    2757 West Pensacola Street
    Tallahassee, FL 32303
    Phone: (850) 487-7293 9:00am- 5:00 pm

● Vendor Address: NFRA, PO Box 3301, 
Tallahassee, Fl 32315

● $95.00 (valid for 5 years)- Credit, debit (no 
cash or personal checks)



Games

● Can be assigned Monday – Saturday
● Games are assigned about 3 weeks out via Arbitersports.com by 

John Williams 
○ Know your schedule - be early
○ Block out dates you aren’t available
○ Accept your games as soon as you can/assigned
○ All times are EST
○ If anything happens and you cannot make a game…call or TEXT 

John ASAP 850-570-0113
● Start of Season: mid-October

● www.arbitersports.com 
● Add your picture - (use your JLA Badge)

http://www.arbitersports.com


Quick reminders
● Arrive at least 20 minutes before the start of your game to 

conduct pregame responsibilities
● All varsity and JV halves are 40-minutes (unless coaches request 

and agree to less)
● All middle school halves are 30-minutes
● Leon County middle school games (games primarily at Gene Cox)

○ Cannot end in a tie, go straight to kicks from the mark

Any issues whatsoever from your game, contact John immediately 
after the game is over (text, call, email)

We need to hear from you before anyone else!



Red Card Procedure (AT6)
● After the game:

○ Call John Williams ASAP
■ Cell: (850) 570-0113 (preferred, text)
■ Home: (850) 878-8653 

○ Call Marc Taps (if John cannot be reached)
■ (850) 385-5377

● Fill out report within 24 hours of the game
○ Submit report via email to John and Marc prior to submitting to Gainesville

■ John: johnwilliams3508@gmail.com
■ Marc: lsnf@aol.com 

○ Once you have received approval from John and Marc, submit the report to FHSAA 

mailto:johnwilliams3508@gmail.com
mailto:lsnf@aol.com


Games Fees

○ Varsity $79
○ Middle School/JV $68

● >50 miles from Tallahassee 
○ $10 extra

How you’ll get paid from Marc Taps



Highlights to a 3-whistle system

● All three function on the field as referees
● Equally share responsibilities for game control

○ Open lines of communication during the game (eye contact, 
hand gestures)

○ Utilize pregame conference
■ Positioning patterns (free kicks, corner and goal kicks, 

etc…)
■ Manage substitutions, restarts
■ How warnings will be issued



Highlights to a 3-whistle system

The Side Referee

Responsible for:

● Offside
● “Boxing” in active play with Center Referee
● Penalize observed fouls in their area
● Make restart decisions for balls out of play
● Manage restarts when requested by center referee



2023-24 SOCCER RULES CHANGES































































Questions?


